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This project targeting 16 communities and 25 

schools has been implemented by KWAHO 

collaboration with relevant government ministries, 

contributing to promotion of access to safe water by 

the poor and under- privileged in the rural Kenya 

therefore contributing to realization of MDG Goal 

No. 7.  

 

KWAHO employs participatory approaches in its 

WASH interventions, thus cultivating ownership and 

sustainability of the facilities. This is reinforced 

through the establishment of structures and relevant 

training.  

 
Figure 1. Aluor self-help borehole (Women Group 

Managed) 

 

Appropriate technologies used include spring 

protection, borehole drilling and construction; and 

rainwater harvesting. The facilities are gender 

sensitive, including caring for physically challenged. 

 

 
Figure 2. School rainwater roof catchment 

 

 

Key 

Components 

(Baseline 2007) Achievements 

Source of water 

at Schools  

Unreliable 

sources   

21 ferro-

cement rain 

water tanks in 

use 

Water sources  

in the villages  

Seasonal 

streams, rivers, 

open wells, 

unprotected 

springs   

8 bore holes,  

3 shallow 

wells,  

 4 protected 

springs  

Access to water 

in the Rural 

areas 

34% 40% 

Access to water 

Nationally  

<48% 54% 

 

 

 

THEMATIC ISSUES 

Project strategies: Participatory approaches 

employed by KWAHO and the intended community 

participation and involvement leads to slow pace of 

implementation of planned interventions. However, 

the issue is addressed through involvement of key 

community leaders and resource people.  

Community Contribution-in kind is emphasized and 

found to be effective towards project development 

compared to cash contribution. Contribution is 

usually upfront prior to actual construction. 

Capacity building and the expected replication of 

gained knowledge and skills has never been 

realized to the full due to lack of funds for the same. 

Project best practices: Involvement of relevant 

stakeholders during the project implementation is 

very important. 

Use of simple and affordable technologies (e.g. 

Afridev hand pump) coupled with operations and 

maintenance training has enhanced sustainability.  

Allocation of sufficient time for software components 

ensures strong foundation for other project activities 

Project Outcomes 

Improved Access to safe and affordable water, 

within reasonable distance has freed time for 

women and school going children that is used 

productively  

- Improved hygiene standards 

- Reduced absenteeism in schools 

- Reduced disease burden as per health 

centre’s reports. 

 

Conclusion  

Promotion of WASH has both social and economic 

good and results in poverty alleviation.  
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