
16th of January 2012 

Financing water and sanitation seminar: making services last  
 
Forty-five participants, representing African governments, multilateral organisations, civil society, 
and the private sector took part in a one day seminar on assessing the costs of sustainable water 
and sanitation services on 2th of December 2011. The seminar was organised by IRC International 
Water and Sanitation Centre in connection with the Rural Water and Sanitation Network Forum in 
Kampala, Uganda.  
 
The life-cycle cost approach is a methodology for monitoring and costing sustainable water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services by assessing costs and comparing them against levels of 
service provided. At the seminar principles and components of this step-by-step methodology for 
costing water and sanitation services were introduced. Cases studies on collecting cost data at 
household, regional and national level in Burkina Faso, Ghana, India and Mozambique were 
presented by WASHCost country experts and discussed by participants. Besides the findings from the 
WASHCost project, the use of the methodology by other organisations was shared to further 
illustrate the possible application of the life-cycle cost approach. In various exercises participants 
were encouraged to explore how to start using the life-cycle cost approach in their own work. 
 
Above expectations 
Participation exceeded expectations and the seminar was fully booked. Catarina Fonseca, IRC, said: 
“Attendance went beyond planned and exercises and examples worked well for a full day of very 
enthusiastic and interested audience. The feedback on the evaluation was also very good.” Overall, 
the evaluation revealed that participants found it an inspiring session and appreciated both the 
materials and ideas presented and the opportunities to interact. Graphs, maps and presentations 
were appreciated. “I found the breakdown of all cost components very useful. This makes it much 
easier to explain and the discuss the costs of water and sanitation.”, was one of the remarks a senior 
sector professional on the evaluation form.  
 
Find the materials online 
The materials used in the seminar are available online on the IRC International Water and Sanitation 
Centre website: www.irc.nl/page/63932  
 
More information on the life-cycle cost approach 

Visit the WASHCost project website: www.washcost.info/ or contact us directly at washcost@irc.nl 
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