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Introduction:

Domestic rainwater harvesting in Uganda 
is considered a self supply approach. 
Women groups from different districts in 
Uganda have been engaged in promotion 
of rain water harvesting through building 
their capacity to construct, operate, 
maintain and finance the systems. 
Uganda Rain water Harvesting association 
is empowering women groups to improve 
access to safe water through Rain Water 
Harvesting and thereby accelerating self 
supply. 



Background

(URWA) was formed in order to raise the profile of 
rainwater harvesting in Uganda through building the 
capacity of common interest groups in skills to 
provide rainwater harvesting facilities for their 
households. These groups include; associations, 
NGOs, CBOs, youth groups, women groups and 
interested individuals. 
One of URWA’s  initiatives to promote rainwater 
harvesting in Uganda is to build the capacity of 
women groups so as to facilitate the up take of 
rainwater harvesting. 
In this case study, women groups have taken up 
skills through URWA’s trainings as a means to 
increase rainwater harvesting as a self supply option 
in Uganda.



Methodology
training women groups in 
promotion of rainwater 
harvesting. Thru:

- Selection of Representatives 
from different women 
groups in a district to be 
trained 

- Training in construction, 
operation, maintenance and 
promotion of rainwater 
harvesting facilities.

- Financing: The initiatives 
involved a consortia of 
actors: URWA partners with 
a development partner e.g. 
SNV, WAU, Rain Foundation



Methodology cont’d

Harnessing the role of the District 
local government: The district water 
officers worked closely with URWA 
to train the women groups. 



Impact of Rainwater Harvesting 
projects / Results

Clean and sufficient water available at 
homesteads.
Time and energy is saved and can be invested 
into more productive work.
Women and children relieved of the burden of 
walking long and tiresome distances in search of 
water. Women have now time to attend literacy 
classes and other development meetings.
Improved academic performance of children at 
schools as they have time to attend school and do 
their homework.
With water now at the doorstep, economic 
activities are possible to improve finances in the 
households. 



Impact of Rainwater Harvesting 
projects / Results

Improved cleanliness and general hygiene 
at homes. 
Reduced incidences of water related 
diseases.
Reduced expenditure on water supply
Convenient and accessible water creating 
peace of mind for women and confidence 
to do productive work in order to break 
the vicious circle of poverty.



Challenges

in some cases, the members are not very 
committed to their groups and the groups are 
disbanded after a period leading to low chances 
of skills development and replication.
in some cases e.g. in Nebbi district the 
communities did not welcome the initiative of 
using women groups to construct facilities and 
this hindered the replication of the project in the 
area.
Prolonged drought seasons: as a result the 
relevance of the rainwater harvesting facilities 
was questioned and the groups did not construct 
facilities. 



Challenges cont’d

Capacity to mobilize funds: in some areas the 
capacity of the women groups to mobilize funds is 
still low. 
Lack of coordination which hindered follow up and 
assurance of continuity of the project.
Perception of donors and district local 
governments: in some areas the authorities and 
the funding parties did not take up the use of 
community skills to promote rainwater harvesting 
but instead stuck to use of contractors and 
sourced skilled labour. This led to low up take of 
the community initiative and the costs of the 
facilities remained high.



Lessons learned

Involvement of relevant stakeholders 
right from the beginning, the ultimate 
beneficiaries being the most important 
ones, helps to attain the goal of 
sustainability. 
Building of capacity of women groups in 
construction/operation of the rainwater 
harvesting systems ensures that there is 
continuity of the projects through skills 
transference and development.



Lessons cont’d

Involvement of politicians in rainwater 
harvesting enables its inclusion on the 
district political agenda and eventual 
funding of such technologies. 
the potential of households and local 
communities to mobilize their own funds 
for sustainability is high when empowered 
women groups are involved since they 
usually take on revolving fund activities.



Lessons cont’d

With the effective use of groups, it 
is easier to scale up rainwater 
harvesting because after skills 
acquisition, they work in different 
smaller groups and can even train 
others.



Recommendations

There should be use of the capacity 
building initiative targeting districts 
and regions so as to spread the 
skills out through the country and 
eventually other nations.



Conclusion

putting women at the forefront in 
accelerating self supply is an 
initiative that is relevant and easily 
maintainable with the opportunity 
for scaling up to other rural areas.



Thank you
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