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6th Rural Water Supply Network Forum 2011 Uganda 

Rural Water Supply in the 21st Century: Myths of the Past, Visions for the Future 

Topic: Sustainable Rural Water Supplies, Islands of success 

Short Film 

Lifestraw in Kenya: CO2 for H2O 

Producer Mr. Evan Abramson, independent producer, New York City, phone number  

+1 646 244 8380  and email address evanabramson@gmail.com 

Summary (150 words max) 

The film brings to life the daily struggles and debilitating health impacts experienced by the popula-
tion of Kenya’s Western Province – home to some 4 million residents who lack easy access to safe 
drinking water. But the film is also about hope. It showcases a highly unusual public health program 
launched in April 2011 that is providing communities with sustainable access to clean drinking water. 
The film chronicles the launch of the program, called LifeStraw® Carbon for Water, through which 
900,000 water filters were distributed, for free, to more than 90 percent of the homes in the province.  
The film demonstrates how this program works and how it uses a unique financing model (carbon 
credits) to to achieve self-sustainability for at least 10 years. This means that these Kenyans will 
have access to clean, safe drinking water for at least a decade at no cost to themselves, governmen-
tal agencies or donor groups.  People whose lives are being transformed through the donation of the 
water filters talk about how this program is improving their lives. 

 

Description of the Case Study – Approach or technology 

Vestergaard Frandsen initiated a sustainable initiative called LifeStraw® Carbon For Water in April 
and May 2011. The program aims to bring safe drinking water to millions of rural Kenyans.  It has 
been designed to be self-sustaining for at least 10 years, meaning that it won’t cost beneficiaries, 
government agencies or donor groups anything.  At the same time, it is expected to reduce more 
than two million tons of carbon emissions each year.   
 
Funding for the launch of the LifeStraw® Carbon For Water program (www.carbonforwater.com) was 
provided by Vestergaard Frandsen.  The company expects to recoup its initial USD 30 million in-
vestment with carbon financing.  This unique funding model gives companies potential revenue, in 
the form of carbon credits, for sponsoring programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions in devel-
oping countries. Carbon credits can then be sold to buyers that want to reduce their carbon footprint 
or improve their environmental stewardship. The revenue generated will largely be reinvested into 
the project to make it sustainable for at least ten years.   
 
Details 

- Each LifeStraw® Family water filter purifies at least 18,000 liters of US EPA-quality drinking 
water, enough to supply a family of five with safe drinking water for at least three years. Ken-
yans who receive them will no longer have to treat water by boiling it using wood fuel, which 
generates greenhouse gasses.  This behavioral change is expected to produce more than 
two million tons of carbon emission reductions annually.  
 

- To distribute close to 900,000 water filters, Vestergaard Frandsen hired and trained 4,000 
community health workers to educate residents on proper usage. Another 4,000 drivers were 
recruited to bring community workers and filters throughout the rural communities.   

 
- Longer term, Vestergaard Frandsen will employ hundreds of Kenyans for at least ten years to 

maintain 31 repair and replacement centers that will be set up throughout Western Province, 
and to provide ongoing community education.   

 

http://www.carbonforwater.com/
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- As the supplier of the water filters, Vestergaard Frandsen will earn the carbon credits. Since 
the company only gets paid for the performance of the water filters in reducing emissions, it 
has a strong incentive to reinvest revenue back into the program – to maintain and replenish 
the LifeStraw® Family water filters and to educate residents on proper and consistent usage.  

 
- Vestergaard Frandsen has received ongoing collaborative support for the LifeStraw® Carbon 

For Water program from the United Nations Development Programme.  In February 2011, af-
ter a rigorous validation process, the program was approved as a voluntary project under the 
Gold Standard certification scheme.  Monitoring by an accredited independent auditing 
agency will take place every six months. The auditor will verify that the emission reductions 
are accurate, and carbon credits will only be issued after each verification.    

 
Health Problems Targeted by the LifeStraw® Carbon for Water Program  
 

- According to 2010 World Health Organization data, almost 1 billion people in the world lack 
access to safe drinking water. Diarrheal disease is the second-leading cause of death in chil-
dren under five years old, and is responsible for killing 1.5 million children every year. Chil-
dren who are malnourished or have impaired immunity are most at risk of life-threatening  
darrhea.  

 
- Every year, pneumonia kills an estimated 1.6 million children under the age of five years, ac-

counting for 18 percent of all deaths of children under five years old worldwide. Environmental 
factors, including indoor air pollution caused by cooking and heating with biomass fuels such 
as wood, increase a child’s susceptibility to pneumonia. 

 
Program Impact 
 

- LifeStraw® Carbon For Water is one of the largest water treatment projects ever executed 
without government or public sector funding. It will also be the first that directly links carbon 
credits with safe drinking water. The program holds the potential for long-term sustainability of 
a point-of-use water purification program. Point-of-use solutions, such as LifeStraw® Family, 
are widely seen by academic researchers as the most effective intervention to deliver safe 
drinking water.  

 
- The program targets four of the eight UN Millennium Development Goals including: Goal 4: 

Reduce child mortality; Goal 5: Improve maternal health; Goal 6: Combat diseases; and Goal 
7: Ensure environmental sustainability. It is also aligned with the U.S. Strategy for Meeting the 
MDGs, which states that successful programs must address the need for sustainable devel-
opment and create a strong link between cost-effective investment and measurable impact.  

 
- While Africa is considered among the most at-risk areas for climate change, less than 5 per-

cent of carbon projects are based there. This is important because LifeStraw® Carbon For 
Water contributes to environmental sustainability by reducing the use of wood and other fuels 
for cooking fires and removing tons of carbon from the atmosphere.  
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