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Abstract/Summary 

Il Ngwesi, a group of 8 communities in central Kenya, has made water one of their priorities, 

alongside health and education.  The community has historically emphasised environmentally 

sustainable entrepreneurship (e.g. Il Ngwesi Ecolodge), but continues to face reduced water quantity 

through changing rainfall patterns, impacting seasonal and spatial variations.  Water quality is also 

reduced through the lack of good sanitation practices and the dependence on livestock.  The 

community believes that improved water security will reduce the burden of collecting water for 

women and girls, reduce dependency on traditional livestock farming, and provide other livelihood 

opportunities including agriculture, in which women can participate.  Specifically, they want support to 

bring  safe, secure water supplies to their communities and ensure protection of water quality through 

improved sanitation.  The challenge of accessing drinking water and sanitation are aggravated by 

their relatively remote location, poverty, lack of employment opportunities, food security and lack of 

access to education.  Remoteness is a challenge because it impacts accessibility making the 

development of water resources much more difficult and more expensive.  Poverty impacts the ability 

of the community to pursue future development, so they try to be creative with their limited funds, 

such as reinvesting profits from the ecolodge back into education.  Poverty also impacts access to 

current facilities – a groundwater well is unused because no-one can afford fuel for the diesel pump. 

The community hopes that the development of water and sanitation resources will support the 

alleviation of poverty through improved health and promotion of a more productive society and 

provide much needed employment, alleviating some of the current issues faced by the community.   

 

 


